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Digital CCD cameras
LSR AstroCam has launched
UltraPlus — a comprehensive, high
performance low light level image
acquisition and analysis software
interface for the UltraPix range of CCD
cameras. The UltraPlus Windows 95TM
camera interface comprises two user-
friendly modules — Camera Control
and Spatial. These modules provide a
flexible working environment for static
and dynamic fluorescence,
luminescence and brightfield imaging.
Images are processed using background
subtraction, flatfield correction and
thresholding to provide enhanced
brightness, contrast and sharpness.
Circle number 2 on reader response card.
Medical centrifuge
The new Heraeus Instruments
Labofuge 300 is the first economical
centrifuge equipped with a swing-out
rotor. The swing-out rotor is
especially useful for the
centrifugation of blood collection
tubes with a gel barrier. The most
important field of application is virus
testing, for which gel tubes are
increasingly being used. Ordinary
blood collection tubes, plastic and
DIN glass tubes from 5 to 15 ml
capacity can also be spun in the
Labofuge 300. The centrifuge attains
a maximum of 4000 rpm with a
maximum capacity of 12 × 15 ml.
Circle number 3 on reader response card.
In Brief
Radioactive nucleic acid blotting
A new positively charged nylon membrane,
the first designed specifically for radioactive
nucleic acid blotting has been launched by
Amersham Pharmacia Biotech.
HybondTM-XL provides a much improved
signal-to-noise ration in applications such as
Southern blots, northern blots and
colony/plaque lifts, in some cases with up to
a five-fold improvement over other leading
nylon membranes. This means that shorter
exposure times can be used and that more
information can be obtained. It is also
suitable for re-probing.
Circle number 4 on reader response card.
New microscope camera
Only microscope cameras can cope with the
extremely long exposures required for
applications such as fluorescence. The new
Carl Zeiss MC80 DX Microscope
Camera will provide long-time exposures up
to 240 s in automatic mode, or 400 s in
manual mode. In addition, as 100% of the
image light is directed to the film plane
during an exposure, the exposure time can be
significantly reduced when working in low
light conditions. Focusing is directly through
the observation eyepieces without the
complications of a third viewing telescope.
Circle number 5 on reader response card.
Ovine cytokine reagents
Ovine cytokine research is aided by the
existence of suitable reagents from
commercial sources such as Serotec. The
Serotec ovine-specific cytokine range of
antibodies and recombinant proteins includes
IL-1β, IL-6 and IL-8. They have a number of
features and benefits: a choice of monoclonal
and polyclonal antibodies; recombinant
proteins are available; products are suitable
for use in a wide range of applications; and
the reagents are unique and affordable.
Circle number 6 on reader response card.
Fluorescent microscopy
Media Cybernetics has developed a new
module for Image-Pro Plus. Fluoro-Pro is
designed for users who need an automated
method to acquire fluorescent images. Used
in conjunction with Image-Pro and Scope-Pro,
the software simplifies the acquisition of
multichannel images of multicolored FISH,
green fluorescent protein (GFP), and other
fluorescent samples. Background correction,
registration, and expanded color composite
capabilities are also provided. Image captures
are fast and repeatable. In addition, the
Fluoro-pro interface allows image capture
through user-defined filter sets, microscope
settings, stage positions and exposure times.
Circle number 7 on reader response card.
The Wheaton Magna-Flexâ Spinner
Flasks feature a flex type, bulb-shaped
glass impeller which rotates from a
fixed position above liquid level
around an indentation in the base of
the flask. Primarily designed for use
with microcarrier cultures, this stirring
system increases stirring efficiency
and provides a gentle, even circulation
throughout the flask while keeping
the beads in suspension. The flasks
are available in sizes ranging from 125
to 8000 ml and are fully autoclavable.
They are borosilicate glass with two
large sidearms with screw cap closures
for easy sampling. Units 500 ml and
larger have 45 mm sidearms to be used
as an air vent, media inlet or outlet,
inoculation port, pH probe inlet, etc.
All flasks have been proportioned to
provide a headspace ratio of 1:1 or
greater. A removable stainless steel
pin immobilizes the impeller during
handling or decanting to prevent
damage to cells or microcarriers.
Circle number 1 on reader response card.
Spinner flasks
